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first disability might elevate him to the highest rank
of statesmanship! Only a half-wit would contend
that the people always know what is best for them.
But let us assume that the seeond sense is intended.
Will he do the wise tiling in a difficult situation?
I am reluctant to try to dogmatize in a controversy
so lively that it deserves to escape the final fate of a
verdict. All I ran do is to offer evidence to assist a
conclusion. Hut it is no superfluous caution to bear
in mind that, in the course of an incomparably full
official life, Churchill has had to make a thousand
decisions of greater or less importance, many of them
secret and unrecorded. livery minister of Cabinet
rank has a like responsibility. Churchiirs task has
been multiplied many times in excess of the normal.
He began his political life as a Conservative. He
was returned at the Khaki ejection of i()oo. After Mr.
Chamberlain's part in the partition of Czechoslovakia
at the end of September 1938 an active party manager
began bustling about with suggestions for an immedi-
ate election. "Peace with honour" and "Peace for
our time1' were, so this astute gentleman intended,
to be used for electoral purposes before, they lost their
fresh lustre. Churchill must have remembered his
own entry to Parliament on a wave of national
emotion. "Tadpole and Taper are very keen upon
having a general election, a sort of, if I may say so,
inverted Khaki election.1' lie added some more
observations upon what he said would be c<an act
of historic constitutional indecency," Others had
spoken in the same sense, but by the time Churchill
had finished any such design there may have been
was dead.. . ,
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